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The American School 

GEOGRAPHY AND ATL.AS, 

rjRIJrCIPJiMj OF THE HJMJTCOCK SCHOOMj^ BOSTOJT. 




TheJuUineing Utter has been addremed to the Author^ by the Principals of 

thr Public Grammar Sc/ufofs, Boston. 
To Barnuh Field, Esq. 

Sir,— We have examined your work on Geography, and consider it de- 
cidedly preferable to any other now used in our Public Schools. 

We are particularly gratified to find, that you have omitted the useless 
and uniinpoitant matter generally embodied'in other School Geographies 
which makes it not only necessary for the pupil to study over a heteroge- 
neous mass of f^cts, altogether disconnected with the main subject, but 
likewise dooms him to the mental drvdjgery of committing and reciting 
numerous cataloguns of unimportant names and localities, which if 'recor 
lected would be worse than u^eleds, and tend much to perplex ihfe mind^, 
and impede the progress of the scholar in obtaining that knowledge ot (he 
subject which instruction is designed to impart -'We think your sy stern 
well sdiipted to the capacities of children, and that it contains all that is 
any way important to be taught in this elemetitary branch of education. 
Such other minute information on this suh^eet as may at iimes be necsssa- 
ry or useful, in the ^isual purposes of lile, should be obt;«ined from the 
larger books, Gazateers and Maps of reference, proper for the library; but 
it Mould by no means whatever, as it is too frequently attempted, form 
any part oi the Text Books of our Common Schools. 

We would add, that we are ntuch pleased with the Maps accompan'ying 
the work, which unlike any we have seen, contain only the most promi- 
urnt places, and are not crowded and rendered wholly illegible by a mul- 
titude of inconsiderable and unimportant Blacea Respectfully, 
CORNELIUS WALKER, Elliot School. 
ABRAHAM ANDREWS, Bowdoin School, 
CHARLES FOX, Boylston School, 
R. G. I'ARKER.Frinklin School. 
SAMUEL BARRETT, Adams SchooL 
WM. P PAGE, Hawes School. 
Boston, Oct. Sl|r; I83i. 



From the Rev. E. M. P* WOis^ Super infendent of the House of Beforma- 
tton, Boston. 
Mr. Field,-*- Dear Sir,-*^ thank you for the pleasure you have afforded 
. me in the examination of your Geography and Atlas. There are two ad- 
vantages which appear to me as pt^mliar to your American School Geog- 
raphy. One 'is its nut buj-deniug the pupil's min^ with a multitude of lil- 
tie tilings, which crowd from the memory tho^e more innportant; and the 
other is its division into ^^Matliematical, Physical, and Civil." 
Mardt, 16, 1832. 

From the American AdvomtSy Hallowell, Mains. 
We have before us the American School Greograpby, by Barnum Field, 
published by Wni. Hyde» of Boston. The system and arrangement of this 
work appear to us su;;erior to those of other School Geographies with 
which we have been acquainted. 

Maine Democrat, Sit€0. 

We have examined with much pleasure o)!^ satiafaction, a book entitled 
"The American School Geography," by Barnum Field, Principal of the 
Hancock Grammar School for Girls i*t Boston, recently published by Wm. 
Hyde. The superior advanta|^s of this woik over any other of the kind 
which we have seen, dre that i( contains only the most important and nec- 
essary branches of th,e science of Geogimpby. 

In tHis wo^k too, another conraion evil, that of Jblei)|^ng together objects 
which should be kept distinct, is carefully avoid^. '^cn object is treated 
of in its. proper pkce; and explained bj apprcgSrift^e iUustrations. The 
book IB acooBipMiied by a set of maps which areyfteark^ly clear and dis- 





This Geography has gone through eight editions, and is introduced into the public schools in Boston, by order of the School 
Committee of that City, with the cordial approbation of the teachers. It '^as also been introdiiced into many of the schools 
in the counties of Essex, Middlesex and Norfolk, as well as in other parts of Massaphusetts ; also in New- York, New- 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and extensively in this State. Teachers, who have examined the work, have almost without an 
exception, given it a most decided preference to all other School Geographies, on account of its systematic arrangement of Mathe- 
MATiCAL, Physical, and Civil Geogkaphy; the conciseness and compi-ehensiveness of its descriptions, the simplicity of its style, 
and the correctness of its statements. The handsome manner in which it is executed, and the low price at which it is sold, are 
also spoken of as recommendations of the work. : 

fl5^School Committees and Teachers who may wish to examine the work, may receK'e a copy for that purpose, graHs, by 
calling at WILLIAM HYDE'S Bookstore, Portland, or C. J. HENDEE'S, Boston. Portland, Me. 




tinct.^ We feel confident that this work merits the attention of air who 
are interested in the education of the young. 

From the Masters of the Public Oramm'ir Schools, Charlestown. Mass. 
Mr. B. Field, — Sir, — We are of the opinion thnt your work on Geog- 
raphy is superior to other elementary works of the kind now in use. The 
judicious sf lection and arrangement of tlie useful and necessary mattrr, 
and the rejection of the superfluous will, we think, have a tendency to 
ittpder a study easy and pleasiug, which has heretofore been irksome to 
the pupil Soon afler its first ."Wipsarance we recommended it to the School 
Committee, and by their direction it was imiiiediateiy introduced into the 
public schools in this town. ' CHARLKS PIERCE,) TeacUers of the 
I J. FAIR'BANKS, \^ Public Grammar 

M . W . W A LK ER, ) Schools. 

Dear Sir, — I have used Field's Geography in my school, and piefer it 
to other Elementary Geographies, for these reasons: 1st. It is remarka- 
bly dear and intelligible. 2nd. It contains nothing unnecessary. 3d. it 
is a book which the scholars like, a very essential point in a school book. 

PurtUind, March 31, 1834. Yours, ISAAC FOSTER. 

From Mr. Daniel Fuller, teacher of a boy's Semivaryy Schenectady. «V. Y. 
Mr. B. Fiki.d. — Sir, — 1 have examined your Geography, and consider 
it abetter work than any one of the kind 1 have ever seen Its excellence 
consists in its conciseness and simplicity of arrangement, and stills it em- 
, braces all that is important to be taught in schools. It will be used in fu- 
ture in the school under my care. June 4, 1839. 

From a Teacher in Danvers, Mass 

Barnum Firld, Esq.^De^r Sir,— The perusal of your Geography & Atlas 
has given me great satisfaction. Their compaiative merits over those in use 
in our schools, must be very obvimi^ to every teacher. To enumerate their 
excellencies would be a repetition of the sentiments contained in the rec.- 
ommendations prefixed to the work» to which I can most cheerfully sub- 
scribe. J shall do all in my power to have the American School Geogra- 
phy and Atlas used in the schools in this town, in preference to any other. 
Wishing you much success in your profession, and particularly in your en- 
deavors to render the acquisition of knowledge more interesting to the pu- 
pil, and the labor of teaching less irksome. I remain, yours, 

September 12, 1832. Respectfully, H. OSGOOD. 

From Mr. Moses F. Eaton, Teacher, lAnjorM, Mars. 
Mr. Bf Field, — Dear Sir,— Ihave examined your Greography, and I am 
much pleased with the arrangement of its contents. It was yesterday a- 
dopted by our School committee to be used in the public schools in this 
town. Ijowell, September 15, 1832. 

From Rev. J^. Cleaveland FlelcJier, of Thomasion, Me. 
"I have examined your Geography with much care and attention, and I 
Bay it without hesitation, I consider it superior to hny work of the kind 
that has fallen under my notice. The plan and execution rf the work are 
good, and 1 sincerely hope it will be brought into general use in oyr schools. 
As a a member of the School Committee 1 shall endeavor to introduce it 
jnto our schoolsV* 
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I From the Rhode Island American, Providence. 

\ Field's School Geography is in many respects an improvement. We 
1 incline, to the belief that a child will learn and certainly retain more by 
I his mode, than by any other. Mr. Field has given us a useful school book, 
1 and one that will bear examination. A great deal is comprised in this 
j small volume. A good view is given at the close, of Astronomicali Phys- 
* leal, and Civil Geography. a 
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